-AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

*If you will only consent to operate,' pleaded
Mr. Gandhi ? 'I will call in my friends; now, and
explain to them that you do so at my request/

So, Mr. Gandhi wilfully went to an 'institu-
tion for propagating sin*; was operated upon by
one of the 'worst of all/ an officer of the Indian
Medical Service, and was attentively nursed
through convalescence by an English Sister whom
he is understood to have thought after all rather
a useful sort of person.1

Mr. Gandhi disputes the above passage with these
words:

This is a travesty of truth. I shall confine myself
to correcting only what is libellous and not the
other inaccuracies. There was no question here
of calling in any Ayurvedic physician. Col. Mad-
dock who performed the operation had the right
if he had so chosen, to perform the operation with-
out a reference to me, and even in spite of me.
But he and Surgeon-General Hooton showed a
delicate consideration to me, and asked me whether
I would wait for my own doctors who were known
to them and who were also trained in Western
medical and surgical science. I would not be be-
hindhand in returning their courtesy and con-
sideration, and I immediately told them that they
could perform the operation without waiting for
my doctors to whom they had telegraphed, and

1 For some reason of his own, Mr. Gandhi, in reproducing this
essage from Mother Indm9 quotes 'useful sort of person/ which ia
tot done in the original text.